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voyage of ten thousand miles and the distance from the
Antarctic to Alaska is almost as far The coasts washed by
the Pacific Ocean are longer its enclosing mountain walls
higher and its submarine valleys deeper than any others in
the world Its enormous basin holds most of the world s
islands and it is ringed about by most of the world s active
volcanoes
The land surface which drains into the Pacific is on the
other hand comparatively small It is but one fourth of the
size of the corresponding Atlantic area It represents an area
less than three times the size of Australia but on it live
one third of the world s people The eastern wall is formed
by the mighty cordillera known as the Rocky Mountains in
North America and as the Andes m South America a great
series of earth folds stretching for eleven thousand miles and
sloping steeply to the ocean floor The coast plain on this
side is consequently extremely narrow while the streams
are small and of little importance
The divide between the Pacific and Arctic basins is broken
by a narrow gap of less than 40 miles at Bering Strait and
on the Asiatic side it runs away south and west through the
Stanovoi Altai Tian Shan and Tibetan highlands to dimb
gradually to the mountain core of the Pamir the roof of
the world This great curve of mountain wall encloses the
Pacific slope of eastern Siberia Manchuria China Indo
China and Malaya with its four great valleys of the Amur
Hwang Ho Yang tse and Mekong comprising an area as
large as South America, Behind the river valleys stand the
highest and most extensive plateaux on the globe and as a
background to the fertile valleys of China nse the mysterious
highlands of Tibet and Mongolia with the towering heights
of the Himalayas and the vast ranges of the Tian Shan the
mountains of heaven